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1 INTRODUCTION

In this thesis one possible answer to the questiddow can opportunities for Young people be activated in regions
gAGK aKNRY |\ AwilBbe pizhligiplederdtingyak éxarapdf a good practice project: Zachte-Geative

energie uit Limburg.This project developed from raeed to promote active participation of younmeople insociety,

especially in shrinking society of Limburg region in the south of the Netherlands. dttaittring young people
023SGKSNI AY | WQOANIdzr £t QQ SY@ANRYYSYyild 6KSNB GKS& Oy ¢
is established, physical meetings are set up in order to reinforce the netwadhte G encourages youpgope to

express their views through art and ensures space and audience where that voice can be heard.

Zachte G is a regional project: It is a platform where young people from Limburg are given a voice to express
themselves and raise and tackle relevant éssin society: such as challenging demographic situation in the region,
LRAAGAZ2Y YR 2LIRNIdzyAiGASa F2N) @2dzy3 LIS2LX S YR Aaa

opportunities to actively participate in this shrinking society are promated encouraged.

Arts as means of empowerment and well being is taking larger role in the society. Zachte G project has proven to be
an important tool for discussion for young people in the region. It goes beyond work of artists and provides arena
where ceativity and innovation can be exercised. This is particularly important having in mind demographic
developments in the region: shrinking population, ageing and less younger people. Promoting artistic expression not

only improves the image of the regionjttalso encourages young people to stay in the region.

South Limburg, especially withs east part, Parkstad, is seen as a pioneer when it comes to demographic
developments. It is relevant to mention that, while other shrinking regions in the Netherlaredsural, Parkstad is

only urbanised area that is shrinking. This makes it unique and, also, requires unique responses to the situation. This
area is shrinking faster than the rest of the country and response to this is sought by the local politiciaeser,

attention is often given to the, what is seen as, fields most affected by shrinking: education, housing, municipality
finances, stagnating economy, etc. Zachte G recognises the need to see how shrinking influences social and cultural
aspects of sdety and to respond to the developments in a creative manner. It is an example of approach involving
arts aimed to broadening the discussion around shrinkégms are to relate modern and urban culture to the theme

of shrinkage and, by making use of &l technology, reach broader audienthe project highlights different ways

decision makers could deal with shrinking population. It is already supported by provincial government who

! Zachte Gcreative energie uit Limburg Butchis translated into Soft @reative energy from Limburgt { 2 FréfersBoéthe way G is pronounced
in Limburg (as opposed to hard G from the North of the Netherlands). Pronunciatiod o @ OKiS Dé o Aa aSSy Foathet LI NI

LJzN1J2 84S 2F (KA& LIASOS yIYS aw OKGS Dé Attt 0S5 dzaSRo
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recognizes the importance of this project for activation of young peojpl the region and increase of the

opportunities for their participation in civil society.

This piece will first give overview of the region and demographic situation. Next scientific background will be followed

by detailed description of the project. Ntaconclusions will be summarised in the last part.
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2 SETTING

Limburg, Netherlands

Gernany

Limburg is most southern out of seven provinces in the Netherlands. It is positioned on the outer part of the
Netherlands butts locationis centralin Europe(Provinée Limburg, 2008)Limburg boders with Belgium (Wallonia

and Flanders) on the weanhd Germany on the east.

Provincial government is based in Maastricht, oldest town in the Netherlands and capital of Limburg. Alongside
Maastricht, major urban agglomeratig are SittareGeleen, Parkstad (including Heerlen) in the south and Venlo in
the north. limburg is characterised withstperipheral position in the Netherlands. As most of the technology and
industry is located centrally in the country, many of the yguyeople leave Limburg in search for better education

and/or job prospects (Provincie Limburg 2008).

2.1 Brief hstorical overview

In the middle of the 19 century Maastricht became first industry town of the Netherlands, mainly thanks to production
of ceramics. In the beginning of thet%entury mining industry development begun. It lead to fast growth of the cities
as Heerlen, Kerkrade and Geleen and the part of Limburg which in nowadays known as Parkstad (Latten, & Musterd,

2009). Until after thesecond world war Limburg was main producer of coal to the Netherlands.

Mining industry heavily influenced South Limburg in every aspect. It has left a mark on the environment: from mainly

agricultural region moved to more urban character. Towns grew maarbund mining centres and the economy of the
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with 22 000 inhabitants. By the closure of the mines this number was ten times bigdbatAime it was one of the

most densely populated areas in the Netherlands. More small centres, instead of one metropolis were created. Most
changes took place in social sphere. Mining industry attracted many workers from the Netherlands and froch abroa
Houses were built for these workers by the managemddtie to growth of coal mining industry and , following,

population growth, region experienced prosperity over the last 120 years.

In 1965 complete termination of coal mining was announced by Dubelergment. This had enormous consequences

on social and economic structure, employment and cultural and economic development in Lifdtinegworkers got

older and many young people left the region, either to look for employment or higher education fitesibiioreover,

YEye LIS2LXS 0SOFYS adzyFAGE TF2N 0KS f I 0 ZrisNdsutted hjhighileved K |
of unemployment which had serious consequences for the prosperity in the province. It is possible that Parkstad, as the
part most affected by the closing of the mines, experienced economic and demographic challenges and developments
and nowadays leading in shrinking developments. It can be argued that the closing of the mines had a long term effect
on this part of Limburg(lteen, & Musterd, 2009). Moreover, mining lead to certain culture in which many people still
live in. This orientation to the past together with the influence of traditional influence of Catholic church are some of
the factors that are influencing the imagé the region as unattractive to the youngsters. This raises question: how to
make the region more attractive to youngsters. Raising their participation in society is one of the ways and Zachte G is a
good example of how this can be done by creating airtand physical, environment where young people can actively

play a part.

In the 1980s provincial government started to stimulate tourism in Limdorgge of the region was changed from
industrial (black) to green. Thus, today recreation industry andison are developedvoreover, a lot of international
business have their offices in Limbukpwever, impacts of structural change and demographic trends it initiated will

be long lasting (Kernteam Regiodialoog Parkstad, 2008).

According to CB&éntraa Bureauvoor de Statistiek, 2000is the labour market participation , as well as educational
level, in Parkstad lowest in the Netherlands. Also, number of households who are receiving social benefits is the

highest.

Next, some demographic data will geven.
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3 DEMOGRAPHIC SITUATION

P FTAOSNI GKS &L Lz | ("AcBnfury, Sdiriedpats of the/ Klethdrighdsiafe Surrently confronted with
decreasing population. Provincé bimburg, more specifically Zuisouth) Limburg was first confronted witihrinking
(Provincie Limburg, 2006Moreover, the ZuieLimburg region is ahead when it comes to the shrinkage in the
Netherlands (Hermans, 2009)ost important reason for this developments is combination of negative growth and
negative migration balanc®/ROM, 2009). Furthermore, as discussed above, historical developments can be linked to

current demographic situation and shrinking of the population.

Next graph shows demographic developments in Dutch regions.
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Demographic developments in Dutch regsofSource: CBS (2009)
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For the purpose of thithesis,special attetion has beengiven to the demographic changes and population decline in
Limburg. As evident from the graph above (patigdn developments) dewgraphic situation in South (l)iLimburg

is most critical when it comes to shrinking population.

Due to is demographic situation Limburg is confronted withanging social connections, economic change and
transformation of the dbour market, changing environment and need for tackling issues of regional leadership and
quality of life (Provincie Limburg, 2008Reality of the population decline has impact on many aspects of life such as:
demolition of neighbourhoods, stagnatingammy, possibility that care and support for the elderly, chronically ill and

people with disabilities could become problematic, etc. Demographic developments are often seen as problematic.
Shrinking, instead of growing, is seen as failure of politicsduige the society with adequate leadership. This kind of
GKAY1lAy3a 2yte SyT2NDSa (KS yS3IriA@dS AYr3aAS 2F GKS &d&KNJ
as more green spaces, recreation and tourism, development of distance lgagtn (Reverda, 2009). Recently, local

politics is trying to promote transfer from quantity to quality thinking and boos the image of the region by supporting
benefits shrinking of the population can offer. However, this is a long and complex procelsanging paradigms:

from grow to decline thinking.
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Above image illustrates age structure in Limburg 2008 and prediction for Z8d0rce: CBS, Etil)
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Next Picture shows prediction of population shrinking in Limburg in the period-2098.

Bevolkingsontwikkeling 2008-2025
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Popuhtion development in Limburg (208825) (Source: Van meer naar beter(2009)

3.1 Historical population developments

As discussed in previous chapter, population in most of Limburg grewt“in:@ﬁury. This changed in mid 1990s.

After that municipalitis were confronted with shrinking population. Parkstad was first to experience this
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developmentsFurthermore, due to this developments Limburg is seen as proof region for the developments that will

follow in the rest of the Netherlands and most of Europeéar futuré.
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Above graph illustrates historical population development in Parkstad: with down points being economic recession in

1930s, end World War Two in the 1940s, closing of the mines in the 1960s and emigration to Germany or Belgium
(starting n the 1990s and ongoing). Only high point on this graph represents immigration from Turkey and Morocco in

the 1950s1960)

(Source: Chkalova and Nicolaas 2009 in Latten & Mustard 2009)

3.2  Young ersusold

In Limburg trend of shrinking of the populationdaichanging proportions of different age groups is present. Number

of young people decreases while number of older people increases. This trend is likely to continue due to the greater
job opportunities in other parts of the country (namely, central ie thetherlands). Also, less children being born in

last few decades, people are living longer and many are moving to other parts of the country, etc. All this contributes

to the ageing of society.
h¥aSysz 3SAy3a Aa 221SR dzLagiw: foeulIsYon the/elderlyi day Videihg pdidiesA 2 v &
sustainability of the pension system and care provision. Shrinking of the population implies that the number of elderly

people will rise and this is mainly looked upon as a negative development. Maiciggsts are: increased need for

care provision (e.g. Luc de Witte in De nieuwe groei heet krimp), higher demand on pensions, etc. On the other hand,

2 UN (in Bevolkingsdaling in cijfers, 2009) predicts that Europe will shrink for 0.22% in the period from 2007 to 2050.
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older people hold powerful positions in politics of the region and are financially dominant. All thitbctes to focus

around older people, whether because of their power or future prospects. This way interest in developments around
young people is diminished and they are less engaged in society.

CdINIKSNY2NB>X 2yS 02dzZ R I NHISSY IK| 02 M ¥YNESdz2Fa (KBS NSIARYL
to more attractive parts of the country. This is often overseen, as when it comes to ageing, focus is on sustaining
social security systems and pension funds. Position of young people in ageinyg, boig fails to reach the top of

the agenda. This is where Zachte G, as an alternative way of organising civil society, promotes engagement of young

people. Through this project youth in the region is made visible and able to express themselvestiva oray.

LIMBURG 2005 ‘ 2015 ‘ 2025 ‘ 2035
0-14 jaar 189.500 160.900 148.000 143.700
15-65 jaar 769.200 727,000 649.100 562.000
65 jaar en ouder 180.300 223600 267.700 292.700
Totaal 1.139.000 1.111.500 1.064.800 998.400

Above Table demonstrates the age structure in Limb{@&purce: Provincie Limburg, 2008

3.3 Parkstad on the forefront of shrinking

Parkstad, as a east part of Limburg, is confronted with rather dramatic demographic developments. Iag&hen

it comes to shrinkage in the Netherlands. In this part of Limburg shrinking of the population is linked to
deindustrialisation, suburbanisation and declining number of children. First two developments are specific for
Parkstad, while decreasing niner of children is universal for the whole of the Netherlands. Region is faced not only
with ageing population, but also with youngsters leaving the region, either for study or work purposes. According to
GKS 9QiGAf LINRP3Ay2aSa o nyohBakad wil3osd angst 10% SfstpopulatiorOuhtl 2080y A
The same holds true for the whole region of Parkstad. According to the same report it is advised to demolish

approximately 12.000 houses until 2020 due to shrinkage.

3 Parkstad imburg is a collaboration on an administrative level between the Sbdigtherlands based communities of Heerlen,
Kerkrade, Landgraaf, Brunssum, Voerendaal, Simpelveld en Onderbanken.
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Ontwikkeling bevalkingssamensteling PL. 2006 - 2025
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Prognosis for demogpdic developments in Parkstad Limbuf@ource: CBS

This will have big influence on many aspects of society. Existing infrastructure is built to function in the situation of
growth. Moreover, shrinking brings negative image to the region which only regdgat. Shrinking population tends

to be seen as a negative development which should be reversatti a KNA Yy (1 3S R2SayQi ySOf
consequences. It can be seen as an opportunity for developing other aspects of society which was impa$sible

times of continuing growth of population as discussed ab&ecently, there is a move towards acceptance of this

development and development of appropriate answers to shrinkage.

Shrinking of the population is inevitable prospect for Limburgs/tindeed, multidisciplinary occurrence which
influences many aspect of the societymburg is one of the first regions in Europe where ageing, young people

leaving the region and depopulation go hand in hand.

These issues need to be observed in a wideme: looking at social, econoajispecial, etc. reasons. Iis ishrinking

circumstances creative responses such as Zachte G are necessary to keep the region viable. Moreover, as illustrated

above, young people play integral part in responding to thisetigoments.

Shrinking of the population is complex issue that will be high on agenda in the coming decades.
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4 ZACHTES PROJECT

4.1 Ideal/identified need

Zachte G is a virtual web platform on which young people of Limburg can display theiratatbmork. I1ts mission is
to contribute to a vital climate for young and creative people in Limburg. A climate in which there is room for
initiative, experiment and diversity. The cemt of Limburg is such, withsitageing and shrinking population, that

thereis a strong need for initiatives that enhances opportunities for young people.

4.2  Description

Initially Zachte G started as a creative web community. An open and social platform that is shaped by the input of its
users and members. It provides indival talents the possibility to promote themselves, their talents and their work.

Collectively the platform provides an image of the taleochness of Limburg.

An important principle of Zachte G is the grassroots approach. Zachte G is open for anyorecedrises him/her
self in the concept. As stated, the content of Zachte G is heavily shaped by the input that users and members provide.
This guarantees the bottomp character and provides a virtual space for the fthimking, the vulnerable initiatives

and the upcoming talents in Limburg.

The members of Zachte G provide a diverse picture of what creative talent in Limburg has to offer. It's community
consistsof Graphiedesigners, photographers, theatmroducers, interiordesigners, painters, mediaizXkids, poets

etc. Each member has the possibility to display their work, activities and opinions.
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With all this Zachte G contributes in forming new networks for young talented people making this talent more visible
for the outside. To do this it makes usEmodern media to overcome physical distance (Limburg is a fairly stretched
out province at the outskirts of the Netherlands). Besides the physical distance it also tries to restraint the mental

barriers that seems to exist given the history of Limburg.

A few principles of Zachte G:

i Zachte G believes in the endogenous strengths of Limburg
i Zachte G envisions Limburg as a modern region as opposed to the image of the Silver Economy
i Despite the fact that ZachteG.nl is initially virtual, the physical elenenital in building the Zachte G

network. No virtual network can be build without physical meetings.

In its second year of existence Zachte G developed further into four pillars:
Zachte G platforng www.zachteg.nl

The platform of Zachte G has developed into a platform with 300 plus members. Each member has his/her own
portfolio in which they can display their work. Furthermore, each member can submit news, agenda or calls for
initiatives.

On amonthly bases a fewthousand unique visitors attend to ZachteG.nl.
ZachteG T\ www.zachteg.tv

Zachte G TV is a web TV channel in which Limburg is positioned as a modern region in which contemporary culture is
existing next to the more &ditional forms of culture that are dominant in Limburg. Each month a unique feature of

the creative landscape of Limburdhighlightedin an episode of Zachte G TV.
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3. Zachte G webshog www.dutchbutnotfromholland.eu

¢tKS %l OKGS D ¢6So0akKz2L) a5dziOK odzi y20G FNBY 1 2ffl yRé LN

products vary from art pieces to contemporaButch) design.
4. Zachte G Event www.letsgetphysical.eu

In may 2009 the first Zachte G Event was organized. The importance of bringing a virtual community together in a
physical setting let to the concept of the Zachte G Event. The first Zachte G Event had the mission to transfer the
principles of he virtual platform to a physical event. More than 200 plus young creatives attended the Event. The

event took place in Heerlen, which is the epicentre of Shrinkage in Limburg.

Above: Images from Zachte G eve(fource: www.zachteg.nl)

4.3 BEwluation
The quality of Zachte G can measured in quantitative and qualitative manner. To measure a website in a quantitative
manner the number of visitors that visit a website can be monitored. In the table below the development of the

number of ZachteGlrvisitors is shown for the period dine2007 toJune2009.
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